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The California Sustainability Alliance, a Navigant Consulting Project 

3100 Zinfandel Drive, Suite 600, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

      STUDENT INTERNSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT 

The California Sustainability Alliance 

The California Sustainability Alliance (the Alliance) supports aggressive environmental 

objectives related to energy efficiency, climate action, smart growth, renewable energy, water 

use, waste stream management, and transportation within the State of California.  The Alliance 

believes that achieving sustainability in California and beyond will require the cooperation of a 

wide range of players in multiple sectors.  The organization identifies shared goals and interests 

of stakeholder groups as a starting point for collaboration within targeted sectors. 

 

Project Overview 

The Alliance is in the process of developing its website, which will bring together innovative 

ideas, industry expertise, and implementation skills to serve as an educational resource for 

policy makers and other professionals working towards sustainability in California.  The 

website is available in its current form at www.sustainca.org.  

The Alliance is offering internships that develop written and/or graphic content for the website.  

Undergraduate interns will be compensated at a rate of $20 per hour; graduate interns will be 

compensated at a rate of $25 per hour. 

For Spring 2008, internships are available in the following categories: 

1. developing content on corporate environmental initiatives and best practices 

2. creating graphics/illustrations that visually depicts written content and project 

information available on the website 

 

Research Internships 

Case Study Library: The CSA website will feature an online library of case studies profiling 

companies with holistic approaches to green business (aka Corporate Environmental 

Responsibility).  We are currently developing case studies for FedEx, Whole Foods, DuPont, 

Allianz Group, and Bank of America, and there are many more to go.  Tasks associated with 

this project may include: 

- working with CSA to compile a list of corporations suitable for inclusion within the Case 

Study Library 

- researching and analyzing corporate sustainability initiatives 

- participating in fact and quote gathering interviews with key sustainability officers 

within corporations that are part of the Case Study Library 

- developing case studies using the CSA Case Study Template  
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“Best of the Best” Corporate Sustainability Showcase: On a monthly basis, the Alliance website will 

feature Showcase profiles that provide an in-depth look at corporate sustainability.  A steady 

supply of candidate companies is necessary to keep content fresh and engaging. Although these 

profiles will eventually be integrated with the Case Study Library, Showcase profiles are longer 

(6-10 pages) and more detailed than the traditional case studies.  Additionally, developing a 

Showcase will require quantitative analysis of one or more projects undertaken by the company 

in question. This analysis will demonstrate the environmental and economic benefits of “going 

green” at the corporate level.  Tasks associated with this project may include: 

- working with CSA to compile a list of corporations that are eligible for inclusion in the 

“Best of the Best” Corporate Sustainability Showcase 

- researching and analyzing a corporation based on the Showcase format 

- participating in fact and quote gathering interviews with key sustainability officers 

within the corporation 

- quantitative analysis of the corporation’s sustainability metrics to ensure accurate, 

transparent, and fair reporting of environmental and/or economic benefits associated 

with green initiatives 

 

Design Internships  

Forum for the Future: One of the core functions of the CSA website is the exchange of ideas, 

information, and expertise between professionals involved in the implementation of 

sustainability initiatives.  The Forum of the Future will provide the interfacing tool capable of 

connecting these professionals, no matter where they may be located.  The Forum needs to 

feature an appealing, user friendly layout with exciting graphics content.   Tasks associated 

with this project may include: 

- developing the final format for the Forum (ie. a Wiki or blog) 

- creating a mock-up of the Forum for the web design team, elaborating on the function, 

look, and “feel” of the forum 

- creating graphics content for use within the Forum 

 

Graphics/Illustration Content: The CSA website seeks graphics/illustrations that bring its written 

content to life with visually appealing representations of sustainability concepts.  Although 

much of our content will be supported with photographic images, the website will also rely on 

illustrations. The illustration below is provided as a general example of the visual style we 

would like to achieve throughout the website.   
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Tasks associated with this project include: 

- working with CSA to develop graphic/illustration content, including developing 

illustrations that can have hot spots embedded with hyperlinks 

- creating illustrations that depict concepts associated with environmental sustainability 

(energy efficiency, climate action, smart growth, renewable energy, water use, waste 

stream management, and transportation) 

 

Application Materials 

Applications must include the following 

- cover sheet (see attached form) 

- writing sample, not to exceed 3-5 pages in length;  

OR  

illustration sample, not to exceed 3-5 images 

- letter of recommendation from faculty advisor or a professor familiar with student’s 

work (see attached form) 

 

Submission Details 

Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis until a maximum of 10 internships have been 

filled.  The final deadline for submissions is January 31, 2008 at midnight.  There is no limit to 

the number of projects for which students may apply. Please direct all questions and 

applications to: 

 

Claire Gagne, Navigant Consulting Inc.  

claire.gagne@navigantconsulting.com || ph: (415)-356-7117 || fax: (415)-356-4005 

1 Market St., Spear Street Tower, Ste. 1200, San Francisco, CA 94105 
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     STUDENT INTERNSHIP PROPOSAL- COVER SHEET 

Name(s): __________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone number: ______________________    Email Address: ___________________________ 

University: _________________________________________    Year: ________________________    

Degree: ___________________________________________________________________________       

Proposed project: __________________________________________________________________ 
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 STUDENT INTERNSHIP PROPOSAL- RECOMMENDATION FORM 

Name of Student: __________________________________________________________________ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name of Advisor: ____________________________________Title: _________________________ 

Telephone number: ______________________       Email Address: _________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name (print): __________________________      Signature: _____________________________             

Date:  _________________________________ 


